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CONFIDENTIAL WARSAW 2678 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PL 

SUBJECT: WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE MEMBERS HELD BY POLICE 

REF: (A) WARSAW 1625, (B) WARSAW 2664 
(C) MEMO TO FILES, APRIL 8, 1977 

1 . THE POLISH POLICE BROKE UP A MEETING OF STUDENTS AND 
MEMBERS OF THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE ON APRIL 15. ACCORDING 
TO JACEK KURON, WHO PHONED WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS AFTER BEING 
HELD FORTY-FIVE HOURS, THE STUDENTS WERE RELEASED AFTER 

THEIR NAMES WERE TAKEN. KURON WAS DETAINED ALONG WITH WDL 
LEADERS MIROSLAW CHOJECKI, ANTONI MACIEREWICZ, AND FOUR 
WDL SUPPORTERS, TO TESTIFY AS A "WITNESS" 

AT A HEARING PROBING HOW "FALSE INFORMATION HARMFUL TO 
THE POLISH STATE" HAD BEEN PASSED TO "FOREIGN CENTERS". 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 WARSAW 02678 191226Z 

NO CHARGES WERE FILED. 

2. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT RESEMBLES A SIMILAR ONE 

ON MARCH 4 (REF A). IT DIFFERS IN THAT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
THEMSELVES WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AND HANDCUFFS WERE 
USED. KURON REPORTEDLY BELIEVES THAT THE AUTHORITIES WANT 
TO DISSUADE WDL MEMBERS FRON FURTHER ACTIVITY BY DEMONSTRATING 
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THAT THEY CAN BE CHARGED UNDER ARTICLE 271 OF THE POLISH 
PENAL CODE. WHILE THE REGIME HAS NOT IDENTIFIED THE ' FOREIGN 
CENTERS" IT HAS IN MIND, KURON BELIEVES THIS TO BE RADIO 
FREE EUROPE. ACCORDING TO A WESTERN CORRESPONDENT HERE, THE 
WDL CONTINUES TO BE VERY SENSITIVE TO ANY REE PROGRAMMING 
RELATED TO IT WHICH COULD BE PRESENTED AS "FALSE INFORMATION". 

3. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE POLISH AUTHORITIES WOULD 

RATHER SCARE THE MEMBERS OF THE WORKERS" DEFENSE LEAGUE THAN 

ARREST THEM. THE MOST RECENT PRESSURE ON 

THE WDL COULD BE A RESPONSE TO CRITICISM OF GIEREK 

AT THE PARTY PLENUM APRIL 14 (REF B), JUST AS THE 

MARCH 4 MOVE MAY HAVE BEEN A RESPONSE TO CRITICISM WHICH 

SURFACED FOLLOWING THE POLITBIURO MEETING OF FEBRUARY 22 (REF C). 

END COMMENT. 

DAVIES 
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